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MAJOR WORK STOPPAGESIN 2002

The number of workersidled, the number of days of idleness, and the percent of estimated working time
lost because of strikes and lockouts were at historic lows in 2002, the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of
Labor Statigtics reported. Nineteen major work stoppages began during the year, idling 46,000 workers and
resulting in 660,000 workdays of idleness (less than 1 out of every 10,000 available workdays). Comparable
figures for 2001 were 29 stoppages, 99,000 workersidled, and 1.2 million days of idleness. (Seetable 1 and
charts 1-3.) The major work stoppages series, which dates back to 1947, covers strikes and lockouts involving
1,000 workers or more and lasting at |east one shift.

Of the major work stoppages beginning in 2002, 16 were in private industry and three were in state and
local government. In private industry, the largest number of stoppages (five) occurred in the manufacturing
sector, the construction sector (three) and the transportation and warehousing sector (three). In state and local
government, two stoppages were in education services and one was in public administration.

One work stoppage beginning in 2002 accounted for 20 percent of all workersidled. This stoppage was
between the Pacific Maritime Association and the International Longshore and Warehouse Union, with 10,500
workersidled. None of the remaining stoppagesidied 5,000 or more workers. A strike against the Cook
County Court System by the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees was the second
largest work stoppage in terms of number of workersidled (3,800 workers), but accounted for only 8 percent
of all workersidled.

Private industry sectors with the most days of idleness during the year due to work stoppages were
manufacturing (209,800 days), transportation and warehousing (186,500 days), and construction (65,800 days).

Almost one-haf of the year's work stoppage days of idleness ssemmed from three major disputes,
including the previoudy mentioned dispute between the Pacific Maritime Association and the International
Longshore and Warehouse Union (129,500 days). The other two disputes were between the Lockheed Martin
Company and the Machinists (101,500 days) and the Hershey Foods Corporation and the Bakery, Confectionary,
Tobacco Workers and Grain Millers (84,000 days).

The average length of work stoppages beginning in 2002 was 21 days, and nearly three-fourths of all
work stoppages lasted 30 days or less. The longest work stoppage was a 51-day dispute between three Queens,
New York, buslines and the Transport Workers, which aso was the only dispute in 2002 that lasted more than
50 days (Seechart 4.)



The term "major work stoppage” includes both worker-initiated strikes and employer-initiated lockouts that
involve 1,000 workers or more. BLS does not attempt to distinguish between strikes and lockoutsin its
statistics.
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See footnotes at end of table.
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1. Wirk stoppages involving 1,000 or nore workers,

1947-2002- - Cont i nued

Number of stoppages Vorkers i nvol ved 17 Days idie 27
L o In ef f ect Percent of
Begi nning| In effect| Beginnin urlng Number estimat ed
in durin in"perio ﬁerlo (thousands)| workin
Year peri od peri o (t housands) | (t housands) time 3
2000 ............ 39 -- 394 -- 20, 419 . 06
2001 ............ 29 - 99 -- 1,151 (5)
2002 19 20 45.9 46.9 659. 6 5
January 0 1 0 1.0 21.0 5
February 1 2 1.5 2.5 9.0 5
Mar ch 1 1 2.9 2.9 43.5 5
@grll 2 3 4.1 7.0 80. 7 5
y 3 5 5.1 9.2 138. 2 5
Juhe 1 3 1.5 5.3 36.0 5
Jul'y 3 4 6.7 8.2 54. 4 5
August 1 3 3.5 6.2 50.6 5
Sept ember 3 3 13. 7 13. 7 40. 3 5
Qct ober 1 3 1.2 13.5 133. 4 5
Novenber 2 2 4.3 4.3 23.9 5
Decenber 1 1 1.4 1.4 28.6 5
1/ Workers are counted nore than of estimated working tinme; private
once”if they are involved in nore househol ds, forestry, and fishery
than _one stoppage during the year. enplo ees are excl uded.
2/ Days i1dle includes aII stop ages 4/ Data not avail abl e.
in effect durlng the reference per 5/ Less than .005.

3/

Agricultura

and

3 . _gover nnent _
enpl oyees are included in the cal cul ation

NOTE: Dash indicates no data for

cat egory.

this



Chart 1. Number of major work stoppages, 1947-2002
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Chart 2. Workers involved in major work stoppages, 1947-2002
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Chart 3. Days of idleness from major work stoppages, 1947-2002
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Chart 4. Duration of work stoppages beginning in 2002
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